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UNIT 2: GENRE PROFILE 

Assignment:	
  	
  
1500-­‐1700	
  words	
  plus	
  redesigned	
  ad.	
  
Two	
  page	
  start	
  due	
  Wednesday	
  10/16	
  
Rough	
  draft	
  due	
  Monday	
  10/23	
  for	
  Reader	
  Response.	
  
Final	
  draft	
  (and	
  Invention	
  Portfolio)	
  due	
  Wednesday	
  9/28	
  
	
  

Formatting:	
  
• 	
  “1”	
  inch	
  margins,	
  Times	
  New	
  Roman	
  12	
  pt.	
  font	
  

	
  
Readings	
  
● “Navigating	
  Genres”	
  by	
  Kerry	
  Dirk	
  
● http://johngreenbooks.com.	
  
● http://Shauntan.net.	
  
● http://www.aubreyjewel.com.	
  
● The	
  Everyday	
  Writer	
  “The	
  Top	
  Twenty”	
  
● The	
  Everyday	
  Writer	
  23a	
  &	
  23d	
  

	
  
Major	
  Assignments	
  
	
  
Annotation	
  of	
  two	
  magazine	
  or	
  digital	
  ads	
  
	
  
Bring	
  to	
  class	
  two	
  magazine	
  or	
  digital	
  ads	
  that	
  connect	
  to	
  in	
  some	
  way:	
  present/past	
  
experience.	
  Look	
  for	
  ads	
  with	
  the	
  most	
  connection	
  to	
  you	
  and	
  annotate	
  them.	
  Write	
  a	
  two	
  
page	
  draft	
  on	
  chosen	
  ad	
  using	
  the	
  questions	
  listed	
  in	
  profile	
  assignment.	
  Two	
  page	
  start	
  
due	
  Wednesday	
  10/16	
  
	
  
Genre	
  Profile:	
  Magazine	
  or	
  Digital	
  Ad	
  Analysis	
  	
  

	
  
The	
  Genre	
  Project	
  2	
  is	
  a	
  critical	
  analysis	
  of	
  a	
  magazine	
  or	
  digital	
  ad.	
  	
  
In	
  the	
  first	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  paper,	
  I	
  want	
  you	
  to	
  conduct	
  an	
  in-­‐depth	
  exploration	
  of	
  an	
  ad.	
  The	
  
ad	
  needs	
  to	
  connect	
  to	
  you	
  in	
  some	
  way:	
  present/past	
  experience.	
  The	
  ad	
  can	
  be	
  either	
  
hard	
  copy	
  or	
  digital	
  (online).	
  Your	
  paper	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  way	
  to	
  answer	
  the	
  questions	
  surrounding	
  
the	
  genre.	
  (You	
  will	
  find	
  these	
  questions	
  in	
  the	
  Expectations	
  Pt.	
  1	
  section	
  below).	
  	
  

	
  
In	
  the	
  second	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  paper,	
  I	
  want	
  you	
  to	
  take	
  the	
  ad	
  you	
  chose	
  to	
  analyze	
  in	
  part	
  one	
  
and	
  recreate	
  the	
  ad.	
  You	
  will	
  then	
  share	
  with	
  me	
  your	
  experience	
  composing	
  this	
  ad	
  by	
  
answering	
  the	
  questions	
  in	
  the	
  Expectations	
  Pt.	
  2	
  section	
  below)	
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Expectations,	
  Part	
  1:	
  	
  
1. Introduce	
  the	
  genre:	
  what	
  it	
  is,	
  where	
  it	
  was	
  found,	
  and	
  what	
  its	
  basic	
  

characteristics	
  are.	
  	
  
2. Describe	
  its	
  context:	
  who,	
  specifically,	
  is	
  its	
  audience?	
  What	
  purpose	
  does	
  it	
  

serve	
  to	
  accomplish?	
  How	
  do	
  its	
  characteristics	
  help	
  to	
  meet	
  this	
  goal?	
  
3. How	
  does	
  the	
  advertisement	
  attempt	
  to	
  get	
  your	
  attention?	
  	
  
4. What	
  is	
  the	
  goal	
  of	
  this	
  advertisement?	
  
5. List	
  the	
  information	
  the	
  advertisement	
  provides	
  about	
  the	
  product.	
  	
  
6. Rate	
  this	
  advertisement	
  on	
  its	
  effectiveness:	
  does	
  it	
  catch	
  and	
  keep	
  your	
  

attention?	
  Does	
  the	
  ad	
  clearly	
  convey	
  what	
  is	
  being	
  said?	
  Is	
  it	
  memorable?	
  Why?	
  
7. What	
  images	
  has	
  the	
  advertiser	
  chosen	
  to	
  use?	
  Why?	
  	
  
8. Analyze	
  the	
  genre:	
  what	
  are	
  this	
  genre’s	
  greatest	
  strengths?	
  What	
  about	
  its	
  

weaknesses?	
  	
  
Expectations,	
  Part	
  2:	
  

9. Include	
  an	
  example	
  of	
  the	
  new	
  ad.	
  	
  
10. Share	
  with	
  us	
  the	
  changes	
  you	
  made	
  to	
  the	
  ad.	
  Explain	
  why	
  you	
  made	
  those	
  

changes.	
  
11. Share	
  with	
  us	
  your	
  experience	
  composing	
  in	
  this	
  genre:	
  how	
  did	
  you	
  do	
  it?	
  What	
  

did	
  you	
  learn?	
  What	
  was	
  interesting/difficult/strange/cool?	
  	
  
	
  
Invention	
  Portfolio	
  
	
  
Your	
  work	
  for	
  Unit	
  2	
  will	
  be	
  submitted	
  in	
  an	
  Invention	
  Portfolio.	
  This	
  portfolio	
  will	
  include	
  
the	
  following:	
  

	
  
● Genre	
  Profile	
  rough	
  draft	
  
● Genre	
  Profile	
  final	
  draft	
  
● Ad	
  annotation	
  documents	
  
● Ad	
  design	
  drafts	
  
● Two	
  page	
  analysis	
  draft	
  
● Reflection	
  Letter*	
  

	
  
*Write	
  a	
  one-­‐page	
  reflection	
  letter	
  that	
  considers	
  the	
  following:	
  	
  What	
  was	
  the	
  process	
  that	
  
you	
  used	
  in	
  writing	
  your	
  genre	
  profile?	
  How	
  did	
  that	
  process	
  work	
  for	
  you?	
  What	
  were	
  
your	
  goals	
  for	
  writing	
  and	
  understanding	
  this	
  project?	
  Do	
  you	
  feel	
  you	
  met	
  those	
  goals?	
  
What	
  did	
  you	
  focus	
  on	
  for	
  revision?	
  How	
  did	
  the	
  revision	
  process	
  go	
  for	
  you?	
  If	
  you	
  had	
  
additional	
  time	
  to	
  work	
  on	
  this	
  project,	
  what	
  else	
  would	
  you	
  do?	
  Is	
  there	
  anything	
  you	
  
would	
  do	
  to	
  improve	
  this	
  assignment	
  for	
  future	
  students?	
  Please	
  reference	
  specific	
  
assignments,	
  activities,	
  and	
  examples.	
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Outcomes	
  
● Critical	
  Reading	
  and	
  Analysis	
  
● Writing	
  Processes	
  and	
  Representation	
  
● Syntax	
  and	
  Mechanics	
  

	
  
Unit	
  2	
  Grading	
  Breakdown:	
  
Genre	
  Profile:	
  40	
  pts.	
  
Invention	
  Portfolio:	
  12	
  pts.	
  
Participation:	
  8	
  pts.	
  




